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v' 3 major ape traffickers arrested with 372 kg of pangolin scales in Guinea.

v' They have been trafficking chimpanzees since at least 2010, being a part of a
transnational criminal network. They trafficked out of Africa several protected
wildlife species.

v’ The Times of Israel published an in-depth feature on Ofir and the EAGLE Network




Summary

3 ape traffickers arrested with 372 kg of pangolin
scales in Guinea. They have been trafficking chim-
panzees since at least 2010, being a part of a transna-
tional criminal network. They trafficked out of Africa
gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos, African grey parrots
and manatees among other protected species. To
facilitate the exports, they worked with other interna-
tional traffickers from countries including Germany,
Japan, Indonesia, Turkey, Malaysia and Russia.

The pangolin scales representing more than 1,000
killed pangolins were trafficked from Liberia. The traf-
fickers were already planning their next deal of el-
ephant tusks and almost one ton of pangolin scales
coming from the same stock.

The traffickers shared several price lists for protect-
ed species with other members of their criminal net-
work. The live animals they trafficked originated from
Nigeria, DRC, The Gambia and Sierra Leone among
others.

The Times of Israel published an in-depth feature
on Ofir and the EAGLE Network. It takes us memory
lane from his early adventures in the wild in Africa to
the establishing of an effective mechanism for crack-
ing down on wildlife trafficking in several countries
on the continent. The initiative started in Cameroon
with LAGA, where he witnessed firsthand the brutal-
ity of poachers and traffickers, with the building a
law enforcement model that will soon grow into the
EAGLE Network.
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Cameroon — LAGA

B The Deputy Director followed up on the adminis-
trative procedure for the renewal of the MoU with
the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife.

B The Heads of the Legal and Investigation Depart-
ments participated at a meeting organized by the

Togo — EAGLE Togo

B Only limited administrative activities were carried
out, as the team was placed on technical leave
due to financial difficulties.

Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife to evaluate the
longstanding partnership between LAGA and the
Ministry.

Senegal — EAGLE Senegal

B Only limited administrative activities were carried
out, as the team was placed on technical leave
due to financial difficulties.

Cote d’lvoire — EAGLE Cote d’lvoire

B The Interim Assistant Coordinator, and the Me-
dia Officer held discussions with UCT officials on
several matters related to the execution of an op-
eration and the strengthening of collaboration in
fighting wildlife crime.

B The Interim Assistant Coordinator met with Inter-
pol to discuss several matters related to the ex-
ecution of an operation and to strengthen collabo-
ration in fighting wildlife crime.
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Guinea - EAGLE Guinea

B 3 major ape traffickers arrested with 372 kg of B The 3 traffickers are connected to at least seven
pangolin scales. other major wildlife traffickers who have been ar-

B They have been trafficking chimpanzees since at
least 2010, being a part of a transnational crimi-
nal network. They trafficked out of Africa goril-
las, chimpanzees, bonobos, African grey parrots
and manatees among other protected species.
To facilitate the exports, they worked with other
international traffickers from countries including
Germany, Japan, Indonesia, Turkey, Malaysia and
Russia.

B The pangolin scales representing more than 1,000
killed pangolins were trafficked from Liberia. The
traffickers were already planning their next deal
of elephant tusks and almost one ton of pangolin
scales coming from the same stock.

B The traffickers shared several price lists for pro-
tected species with other members of their crimi-
nal network. The live animals they trafficked origi-
nated from Nigeria, DRC, The Gambia and Sierra
Leone among others.

B The traffickers were also connected to Guinea’s
former wildlife director and CITES authority, An-
soumane Doumbouya, who was arrested in 2015
during an EAGLE operation, for falsifying CITES
permits and for his extensive involvement in ille-
gal wildlife trade. Following Doumbouya’s impris-
onment, the traffickers have remained in contact
with several other corrupt CITES officials supply-
ing export permits of Mali, Togo and Egypt.
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rested during EAGLE operations and imprisoned
in recent years.

B The Coordinator held a meeting with the Chargé
d’Affaires of the United Kingdom Embassy in
Guinea to present EAGLE activities and build col-
laboration in fighting corruption linked to wildlife
crime.

B She also met with the Attorney General at the
Court of Appeal to follow up on the appeal pro-
ceedings concerning the 4 wildlife traffickers ar-
rested in May with 41 kg of dried seahorses and
26 kg of ray and shark fins.

B The Team followed up on the registration appli-
cation filed with the National Department for the
Regulation and Promotion of Association (DNAR-
PROMA) and made contact with the Director and
her assistant to facilitate the process

B Recruitment was intensified with a new round of
interviews conducted, resulting in the hiring of a
new investigator. He successfully completed his
initial evaluation and is now prepared to begin his
first field missions.

Uganda - EAGLE Uganda

B Only limited administrative activities were carried
out, as the team was placed on technical leave
due to financial difficulties.

International Media

B The Times of Israel published an in-depth feature
on Ofir and the EAGLE Network. It takes us mem-
ory lane from his early adventures in the wild in Af-
rica to the establishing of an effective mechanism
for cracking down on wildlife trafficking in several
countries on the continent. The initiative started in
Cameroon with LAGA, where he witnessed first-
hand the brutality of poachers and traffickers, with
the building a law enforcement model that will
soon grow into the EAGLE Network.

B The article expatiates on the growth of the enforce-
ment model that was replicated in several coun-
tries, combining investigations, operations, and

THE EAGLE Network

EAGLE: Eco Activists for Governance and Law Enforcement,
is a network of members across Africa, who are replicating
effectively a program and operational model to undertake
wildlife law enforcement, which is based on the LAGA-Cam-
eroon model, trailed, practiced and tested since 2003. The
EAGLE Network currently operates in nine African countries
and keeps expanding.

The over-arching objective of the EAGLE Network is: Develop-
ing civic activism and collaborating with governments and civil
society to improve the application of national and international
environmental legislation, through a program of activities: in-
vestigations, arrests, prosecutions and publicity. Through this,
EAGLE aims to generate a strong deterrent against the illegal
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legal follow-up to ensure traffickers face justice.
Over 3,000 traffickers have since been arrested
across several countries. Despite these success-
es, the EAGLE Network is facing a critical funding
crisis. Ofir warns that without sufficient funding,
operations could collapse, leaving traffickers un-
checked. “We've proven that wildlife crime can be
fought effectively,” he said, “but without resourc-
es, the system we built is at risk.” With expanding
trafficking networks, the support is vital to protect
and safeguard Africa’s endangered species.

Read more here

trade in wildlife, timber and related criminal activities, including
corruption.

Contacts:

1. Cameroon - LAGA - ofir@eagle-enforcement.org

2. Togo - EAGLE Togo: darius@eagle-enforcement.org

3. Senegal - EAGLE Senegal - cebloch@eagle-enforcement.
org

4. Cote d'lvoire - eric@eagle-enforcement.org

5. Uganda - EAGLE Uganda - ofir@eagle-enforcement.org

6. Guinea - EAGLE Guinea - antonia@eagle-enforcement.org
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